PRESS  RELEASE

The Sri Lankan Educational and Research Network (LEARN) provides the electronic connectivity between the Academic and the Research Community of all universities and also provides Internet access to staff and students.

The LEARN Network, being one of the very first internet users in Sri Lanka has over the years expanded its services and thereby helped the university community to make use of the Internet, which has become an essential requirement for universities.

The Swedish International Development Agency through a Sida/SAREC Grant has provided funds to improve the LEARN Network by providing for 2 Mbps data links to the major universities and 128 KB links to the other institutions, and by upgrading the facilities available at the LEARN Hub.     

This grant also provides for the establishment of campus-wide networks so as to provide Internet connectivity to the various faculties at the Universities of Colombo, Ruhuna and Peradeniya.   These Universities were selected by the Swedish Authorities in view of the their support of research activities through Sida/SAREC grants to academics in these universities. 

Dr. Per Einar Troften, the Sri Lanka Project Officer for Sida/SAREC is currently visiting Sri Lanka, evaluating the progress of all Sida/SAREC funded projects.   At a seminar held at the Hotel Galadari presentations were made by all project leaders outlining their respective projects. 

In addition to the above support for LEARN, the Sida grant has also provided for 8 split Phds in the field of Information Technology.   The first split Phd. candidate commenced his work at the University of Stockholm in 1999.  By the end of 1999 all 8 Phd. students, all members of the Academic staff of the Universities of Colombo, Moratuwa, Ruhuna and Peradeniya had commenced work.   Each student is expected to spend half the period of study in Sri Lanka and the other half in Sweden.

As such each candidate is being supervised by two supervisors, one from the Swedish University and the other from a Sri Lankan University. The Swedish Universities involved in this programme are Stockholm University, Chalmers University, Hamstead University and Uppsala University.

Prof. Sven Tafvelin of the University of Chalmers is visiting Sri Lanka at the movement in his capacity as the Supervisor of Mrs. Kumari Liyanage of the University of Peradeniya and Ms. Vishaka Nanayakkara of University of Moratuwa.  Prof. Tafvelin is considered a pioneer in Networking in Nordie Universities.  The LEARN Management Committee at it’s last meeting decided  to make use of the visit of Prof. Tafvelin to Sri Lanka to provide for a presentation on Networking of Universities and such a meeting was held on the 16th of August 2000 at the Board Room of the Institute of Computer Technology of University  of Colombo.   The presentation was followed by a very useful discussion.
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The new facilities provided through the Sida/SAREC grant have now made it possible to have two way video conferencing between campuses.  This was demonstrated at this same meeting in the presence of the Vice-Chancellors, their nominees, the Members of LEARN Management Committee and the Members of Sri Lanka Inter Universities Committee for Computing.   At the Colombo end was the above audience including Prof. Tafvelin, and Prof. M T M Jiffry, Acting Chairman of the University Grants Commission and Chairman of the LEARN Management Committee.  At the other end Dean, Faculty of Science, University of Ruhuna and Dr. Camilus Jayawardena, Coordinator of the IT Project at the University of Ruhuna and Dr. Per Einar Troften of Sida were present.   The two parties had a successful interaction through this video session conducted over the LEARN Network.   Technical support was provided by the LEARN Technical Unit headed by its manager Dr. Gihan Dias of the University of Moratuwa and Mr. Kasun De Zoysa one of the Phd. students under the project from the University of Colombo. 

The Sida – IT project is coordinated at the Swedish end by the Department of Computer and Systems Service (DSV) of the Stockholm University and Royal Institute of Technology and at the Sri Lankan end by the Institute of Computer Technology (ICT) of the University of Colombo.

LEARN is managed by the LEARN Management Committee chaired by Prof. M T M Jiffry, Vice Chairman of the University Grants Commission and its administration and financed are handled by the ICT headed by Prof. V K Samaranayake while the Technical Support is provided by the LEARN Technical Support Group headed by Dr. Gihan Dias.
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